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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 November ?nnp . 
2aM This action is FINAL. 25)0 This action is non-final 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of.the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) _ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1 . Applicant's response filed November 7. 2002 has been place of record in the file 
as Paper No. 11. 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and. therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Komatsu 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,051,101). With regard to Claim 1. Komatsu discloses a card 
connector for accepting a card (C), which has a recess (81 ) in its side surface, the card 
connector comprising: an eject mechanism (8,9) having an eject member (8,9), the eject 
member (8,9) being adapted to move in a card insertion direction as the card (C) is 
inserted into the connector during a card insertion operation and to move in a card eject 
direction in response to a card eject operation to eject the card (C); an elastic locking 
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piece (11) having a locking portion (13) to engage In the recess (81) of the card (C) and 
a stationary portion (19) fixed in the eject member (8.9); and a locking piece guide 
means (12) for guiding the elastic locking piece (1 1 ) during the card eject operation and 
the card insertion operation wherein the locking piece guide means (12) causes the 
elastic locking piece (1 1) to become elastically deformed during the card eject operation 
to move the locking portion (1 3) away from the recess (81 ) of the card (C) and wherein 
the: locking piece guide means (12) causes the elastic locking piece (1 1 ) to become 
released from the elastic deformation during the card insertion operation thereby 
causing the elastic locking piece (1 1 ) to move toward the card (C) by an elastic recovery 
force to engage the locking portion (13) in the recess (81) of the card (C). See Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 2, Komatsu discloses the locking piece guide means (12) 
having a protruding portion (14) projecting from the elastic locking piece (11); and a 
guide wall (7) formed in the connector housing (2) and having a tapered surface (7b) to 
guide the protruding portion (14) as the eject member (8,9) moves in the card insertion 
or eject direction. See Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 3, Komatsu discloses the locking piece guide means (12) 
guiding the protruding portion (14) of the elastic locking piece (1 1) thereby causing the 
locking portion (13) to move away from the side surface of the card (C) and towards a 
side wall portion of the connector housing (2) during the card eject operation and to 
move toward the side surface of the card (C) during the card insertion operation causing 
the locking portion (13) to press against the side surface of the card (C); the protruding 
portion (14) of the elastic locking piece (11) projects upwardly or downwardly of the 
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connector housing (2); and the tapered surface of the guide wall (7) is inclined with 
respect to the side surface of the inserted card (C). See Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 4, Komatsu discloses the locking piece guide means (12) 
guiding the protruding portion (14) of the elastic locking piece (1 1) thereby causing the 
locking portion (13) to move vertically away from the bottom or top surface of the card 
(C) during the card eject operation and to move toward the bottom or top surface of the 
card (C) during the card insertion operation causing the locking portion (13) to press 
against the bottom or top surface of the card (C); the protruding portion (14) of the 
elastic locking piece (11) projects widthways of the connector housing (2); and the 
tapered surface of the guide wall (7) is inclined with respect to the bottom surface of the 
inserted card (C). See Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 5, Komatsu discloses the locking piece guide means (12) 
being a member projecting from the connector housing (2) to engage a part, of the 
elastic locking piece (11) thereby causing the locking portion (13) to move away from 
the side surface of the card (C) and towards a side wall portion of the connector housing 
(2) during the card eject operation and to move toward the side surface of the card (C) 
during the card insertion operation. See Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 6, Komatsu discloses the locking portion (13) of the elastic 
locking piece (1 1 ) being shaped virtually like a hook. See Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 7, Komatsu discloses that when a second card (C) without 
the recess (81) is inserted, the locking portion (13) of the elastic locking piece (11) 
works as a braking piece that presses against a wall surface of the second card (C) to 
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apply to the card (C) a braking force acting in a direction opposing card retraction. See 
Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 8, Komatsu discloses the connector housing (2) being 
formed with a space that prevents the protruding portion (14) from interfering with other 
members when a second card (C) without the recess (81) is inserted. See Figs. 1-5. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground{s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1. •136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A. Leon whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6253. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (703) 308-2319. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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